5 Jane sae? 2 = 


The Azti an dé er- 


Communicating t the Americas 


eee ee 


4 b] r — A | K 
ol CA i | ae f | "a A 
w a ç> > ¢ AL. 
j ( io { \ 
) ¢ S ot | \ / i 
ol ( \\ A } | 1 
=, pe <| 4 7 | 


z 

~ 
ea 
í 

a 


=- y% 
i 


& á | 
\ y =. z f f -5 > 
7“, -e O n 
J ‘' y s 
ALIN = ~ 
a 
>» 


É jj À x T À < 4 
s a ) gia \ 
l CAS (h À bag = W 


l ES, 
Vol.1, No.3 ° Oct. 2021 — 
° Scholarly Focus Articles > 
e Noteworthy Posts in the News UNS 


| e Hyperlinks'to Upcoming 
Zoom Presentations : 
e Hyperlinks to Live Streaming 
Presentations of the Past 
e Aztlander Zoom Presentations: 
e October 11, 8 pm ET 
~~ Bruce Love: 
Non-Maya Glyphs at Chichen Itza 
e November 16, 8 pm ET E 
Ë Allen Dart: \ 


>- Hohokam and Mimbres Rock Art 


. er and Ideology may 

j R & f 4 S \ 
] J s | ) ( 4 
2 i: ny YX 


Together, 


wo The AZUMANGA? cos» 


October 2021 
Enjoy! Communicating the Americas 


Welcome to The Aztlander ! 
Mike and I have put together another great issue for you! 

The Aztlander is a free-flowing, hyperactive on-line publication designed with 
you in mind. Easy-to-read, with no formal index; our cover design and highlight color 
will change each month. We welcome your feedback, comments, and suggestions! 

Contact the main man: Michael Ruggeri at: michaelruggeri@mac.com 

or his right-hand man, Jim Reed at: mayaman@bellsouth.net 
Let us know that you want to become an Aztlander subscriber! 


Our October 11 zoom event will feature Dr. Bruce Love with a program titled 
“Non-Maya Glyphs at Chichen Itza”. 

Bruce’s program announcement and zoom link will appear on the next page. 
Anew “Catalog of Non-Maya Glyphs at Chichen Itza”, most never seen before 
is now published online at Contributions to Mesoamerican Studies 
at this hyperlink: httos://brucelove.com 


Our November 16 zoom event will feature Allen Dart with a program titled 
“Hohokam and Mimbres Rock Art and Ideology”. 
Comparison of 1000-1130 CE Mimbres-culture petroglyphs in New Mexico 
and contemporaneous glyphs of the Hohokam culture of southern Arizona 
helps define the limits of these two ancient southwestern cultures. 
Registered Professional Archaeologist Allen Dart is the executive director 
of Tucson’s nonprofit Old Pueblo Archaeology Center, which he 
founded in 1993 to provide educational and scientific programis 
in archaeology, history, and cultures. 
Check out their website at: www.oldpueblo.org 


This month, our cover design features artist Steve Radzi and his 
illustration of ancient Maya playing a game of Patolli. The artwork 
was comissioned by lan Mursell of Mexicolore. Explore numerous 

articles and educational materials about the Maya and Aztec 
cultures at: mexicolore.co.uk 


Rad reveiws for The Aztlander! 


“This is fantastic! Thanks for all the hard work that must have gone into it.” 
— Allen Christenson 
“Thank you so much for taking this on; it is wonderful and I’m looking 
— Richard C. Brusca, PhD 
“Great issue! The brief article about the findings in the Amazon was just amazing 


And the overall quality and variety of articles is outstanding.” 
— Steven Russ 


forward to future issues.” 
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(=>) The Aztlanderzoom: Dr. Bruce Love 
= October 11, 2021 ° 8 pm ET ° 7 pm CT 


Access and bookmark this zoom hyperlink: https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/82149575884 
Note: We've found that it is better to copy and paste this zoom link into a browser window. 


Non-Maya Glyphs at Chichen Itza 


For more than a century it’s been known that there are symbols or glyphs 
associated with certain carvings at Chichen Itza that are not in the Maya 
traditional writing system. The clearest and best drawings of these glyphs 
come from the work of Annie Hunter in the Lower Temple of the Jaguars. 
It was her drawings that were published by Alfred Maudslay in his 
masterwork on Chichen Itza from the end of the nineteenth century. 


S 
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The glyphs are signs associated with single individuals, one sign (or 
occasionally a small group of signs) per person, probably denoting 
their names, a type of signage best known from Western Mesoamerica — 
from the Gulf Coast, the Mixteca, and the Central Highlands. 


at the glyphs from Tula reveal more 
dissimilarities than similarities. In fact, 
the vast majority of the Chichen glyphs 


do not match any other known writing of the Jaguars’ West Wall and 
system in Mesoamerica and are Ends. Hunter drawing (Maudslay 


uniquely Chichen-style glyphs. 1974 [1889-1902] Vol. III PI. 45). 


Surprisingly, these glyphs have hardly been mentioned in the volumes 
of debate over foreign influence at Chichen. It would seem that the 
writing of the rulers of the site would play a vital role in identifying their 
ethnicity, since writing and spoken language are so closely married, 
so it occurred to me sometime in the early years of this century, that 
compiling a catalog of these glyphs would be an important first step 

in any further investigation of their nature. To that end, | worked closely 
with Dr. Peter Schmidt (may he rest in peace) to compile a preliminary 
catalog, which we published together in 2011. 


A SiS i n 4 


LTJ A3 from the Lower Temple 


Now some ten years later, | have compiled a more complete and 

me G LAUT E $ updated version of the catalog with many new photographs and 
LTJ- AG from the Lower Temple drawings, published with my co-publisher Dr. Meghan Rubenstein 

of the Jaguars’ West Wall and on our blog Contributions to Mesoamerican Studies. My Zoom 

Ends. Hunter drawing (Maudslay presentation will be about these glyphs and the catalog that 

1974 [1889-1902] Vol. III PI. 45). describes them. See Bruce Love’s Bio and article on the next page. 


Are you enjoying this issue of The Aztlander? Get on the bandwagon! 
Become an Aztlander subsciber to receive each monthly issue in your inbox. It's free! 
Let Jim Reed know by copying and pasting his email address into the “To:” line of an email: 


Jim Reed: mayaman@bellsouth.net 


Or let Michael Ruggeri know by copying and pasting his email address into the “To:” line of an email: 
Mike Ruggeri: michaelruggeri@mac.com 
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< -O Aztlander Scholarly Focus: Dr. Bruce Love’ 


A Catalog of Non-Maya Glyphs at Chichen Itza 


Assembled by Bruce Love and Meghan Rubenstein 


In 2010, I began to compile an inventory 
of non-Maya glyphs from Chichen Itza 
that led to a “Preliminary Catalog,” which 
| presented in PowerPoint format at two 
professional meetings, the Congreso 
de Mayistas, held in Merida in 2011, 
and the Investigaciones Arqueológicas 
in Guatemala City. Since that time, | have 
distributed digital copies freely to whoever 
showed an interest. In addition, | drafted 
and submitted a chapter on the topic for 
an upcoming volume on Mesoamerican 
writing systems edited by, among others, 
Erik Velásquez García of the Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM). 
As part of the compilation 
process, | spent many happy hours on 
Peter Schmidt's front porch at his home 
in Merida, where he generously shared 
his remarkable collection of field drawings 
by project illustrator Guillermo Couoh of 
Santa Elena, Yucatan. Peter allowed me 
to photograph the drawings, which added 
considerably to the preliminary catalog 
and thus earned him a coauthorship. For 
the current version, Meghan Rubenstein 
is listed as co-author due to the vast 
number of hours and tremendous design 
expertise she lent to this project. 


Dr. Love with his “mula” 
getting to work in the 
Guatemalan rain forest. 


We present here 
raw data to be taken into 
account in future writings 
and considerations 
regarding a Western 
Mesoamerican presence 
in the heart of Maya 
Yucatan. We expect this 
contribution to make a 
difference in the ongoing 
and seemingly never- 
ending wrangle over 


A CATALOG or Non-Maya GLYPHS AT CHICHEN ITZA 


Assembled by Bruce Love and Meghan Rubenstein 


June 2021 


Contributions to Mesoamerican Studies 
www.brucelove.com 


foreign influence at 1@ 


oo) 


Chichen Itza. Writing is 
so linked to language 
and ethnicity that 230 examples of a non-Maya script 
found on buildings throughout the site — from the North 
Temple of the Great Ball Court to the Principal Group 
of the Southwest two kilometers away — in a style 
reminiscent of Western Mesoamerican writing 

traditions but not identifiable to any specific one, 

must find a place in the exchange of viewpoints. 

In my forthcoming UNAM publication, | conclude 
that the glyphs are the writing of Chichen Itza, created 
by and for the tenth and eleventh-century occupants 
of that site, not the writing of someplace else. But here 
is not the place to dispute or debate, only to present the 
data that should serve, it seems to me, as the starting 

continued on next page 


*Dr. Bruce Love made his first trip to Yucatan in 1974 with his wife 
and two-year-old, driving a 1968 four-wheel-drive Ford Bronco from 
California. They stayed six months before coming back to the States, 
at which time he decided to go back to school to become a specialist 
in the Maya of Yucatan. He got his B.A. in 1976, his M.A. in 1981, and 
his Ph.D. in 1986 under the mentorship of H.B. “Nick” Nicholson, and 
has been traveling and researching in Mesoamerica ever since. He is 
the author of The Paris Codex: Handbook for a Maya Priest, University 
of Texas Press (soon to be re-released by Precolumbia Mesoweb 
Press), and Maya Shamanism Today: Connecting with the Cosmos 

in Rural Yucatan, published by Precolumbia Mesoweb Press. He 

is currently finishing a book on the Chilam Balam prophecies and 

the Spanish invasion and occupation of Yucatan and continues to 
travel extensively in Mesoamerica collecting material for his and 
Meghan ’s blog. 


A Catalog of Non-Maya Glyphs at Chichen Itza 


Assembled by Bruce Love and Meghan Rubenstein, continued 
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NORTH WALL 


North wall and north half of west wall of the Lower 
Temple of the Jaguars (from Maudslay 1889-1902, Vol. II, Pl. 44.) 


point for, or as essential elements in, future academic 
expositions. 

The current catalog is a work in progress with many 
more examples forthcoming as work continues. Already, in 


GBCNT 2 2D1 2021, | became aware of a dozen additional examples of GBCNT 12D1 
Great Ball Court non-Maya glyphs on a recently discovered stone monument Great Ball Court 
North Temple from the Initial Series Group, data that cannot yet be North Temple 
West Column. published due to proprietary rights held by the discoverers. East Column. 
Linda Schele We hope to add these and others to future iterations of Linda Schele 
drawing (Schele this catalog. drawing (Schele 
and Mathews and Mathews 
1998, Fig, 6.49). Aword about nomenclature. To name each glyph, 1998, Fig. 6.50). 


we use an acronym for the building or architectural complex 
where the glyph occurs followed by the pillar or column number and the side on which it is carved 
(E, N, W, or S), or if on a panel of figures, the figure designation. The only drawback to this scheme 
is that if two identical glyphs appear in separate buildings, the two identical glyphs will end up 
having separate identifiers. However, this only happens in two cases, GBCNT 1 is the same glyph 
as LTJ B13 and GBCNT 2 is the same glyph as LTJ B14. Other than these two cases, there are 
no clear examples of repetition (although there are multiple felines and canines). 

Pillars vs. columns. Peter Schmidt always insisted that pillars are square and columns 
are round, so | have followed that taxonomic distinction in the catalog, even where it conflicts 
with Carnegie Institution usage. It does create some awkwardness, for example when an entire 
“colonnade” (Carnegie nomenclature, a term based on the word for column) consists entirely 
of quadrangular pillars. But | have chosen to stick with “pillars are square, columns are round” 
partly out of respect for Dr. Schmidt, and partly simply to maintain consistency in terminology 

In one case, however, | have gone against what Peter would have wanted. He never liked the 
name High Priest’s Grave and insisted | use El Osario for that remarkable structure known prosaically 
continued on next page 
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Jamb K5 Upper 
Temple of the 
Jaguars (Merle 
Greene Robertson). 


A Catalog of Non-Maya Glyphs at Chichen Itza 


Assembled by Bruce Love and Meghan Rubenstein, continued 
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LTJ A5 (PI. 45 


as 3C1 in the Carnegie system. Peter reminded us that 3C1 
was never used as a grave for a high priest, that the only 
interment found there was secondary and not particularly 
high status, but since | have used the English names for all 
the other structures and complexes as assigned by Carnegie 
(Carnegie in one lone case for some reason used Spanish 
Mercado for the Mercado), | decided to stick with the English 
High Priest’s Grave for 3C1. 

Merle Greene Robertson’s rubbings play a significant 
role in this catalog, in many cases revealing important 
details within a particular glyph that project illustrators 
missed. | pulled these examples from the multi-disk set of 
CDs of her rubbings that she made available to the public in 
the early 1990s. | wish to acknowledge her contribution here. 
And while on the topic of acknowledgements, | also want to 
thank Dr. Francis Robicsek, who just passed away in 2020 
at 94 years of age, for his meticulous care, and presumably 
great personal expense, in reproducing Alfred Maudslay’s 
Archaeology in Biologia Centrali-Americana, creating for 
us a resource of immeasurable worth. 

With these preliminary words having now been said, 
Meghan Rubenstein and | are happy to present to you, 
readers of The Aztlander, the most comprehensive to date 
(although still incomplete) catalog of non-Maya glyphs at 
Chichen Itza, Yucatan. See you on October 11. Enjoy! 


A CATALOG OF NoN-MaAyA GLYPHS AT CHICHEN ITZA 


Assembled by Bruce Love and Meghan Rubenstein 


View and download the complete catalog here: 


A Catalog of Non-Maya Glyphs at Chichen Itza 
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Archaeologists amazed by Peru’s 


‘mind-blowing’ ancient solar calendar built into the desert 


by Joel Day 


Archaeologists have long been amazed at an 
ancient solar calendar located in the country’s 
western desert plains. 

At 2,300 years old, Chankillo observatory 
has been described as one of the oldest of 
its kind in the world — and the oldest in the 
Americas. It is a construction of 13 stone towers 
built atop a hill, and was once used as a calendar. 
Only this summer was Chankillo designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. 

An ancient Peruvian civilization built the 
observatory around two millennia before the 


ascent of another well-known and now famous sun 
cult — the Incas. It is believed that the towers were 


completed some time between 250 and 200 BCE. 
According to recent studies of Chankillo, the 
ancient peoples who used it would have reaped 
remarkably accurate astronomical observations, 
from the temple and administration center in 

the valley. 

The vertebrae-like structures have been 
called the “Thirteen Towers” — these are what the 
ancient astronomers used as an artificial horizon. 
By determining the Sun’s position, the civilization 
could have accurately predicted upcoming 
solstices and equinoxes, and determine those 
date with a precision of one-to-two days. 


The July 21 Solstice demarcated with the rising of 
the sun. The towers of Chankillo are markers that 
span the annual rising and setting arcs of the sun, 
as it gradually shifts north and south along the 
horizon during the course of the year. 


Sy 


Located near Casma, about three hours north of 
Caral via the Panamerican Highway, Chankillo is 
where a mysterious, ancient culture plotted and 

interpreted the movements of the sun. 


Archaeologist Ivan Ghezzi, director 
of the Chankillo project, along with fellow 
archaeologist Clive Ruggles proved in 2007 
what Thor Heyerdahl famously theorized in 
his book Kon-Tiki six decades earlier: that 
Chankillo’s 13 ridged towers were actually 
a solar observatory. 

Ghezzi noted “The calendars of many 
societies are based on the astronomical 
movements mainly of the moon and the sun. 
Many societies adopted a solar calendar, 
others have invented them on their own. In 
a natural way the sun orients to a calendar 
of approximately 365 days. It is not an exact 
figure, that is why we have leap years. For 
what we know as ‘year’, we could also call 
‘solar cycle’ which is the time it takes the 
Earth to go around the sun.” 

Express.co.uk has their full article at this 
hyperlink: Mind Blowing Solar Calendar 
Fertur Travel Blog also published an article 
along with an interview with Archaeologist 
Ivan Ghezzi published in Peru’s largest daily 
newspaper, El Comercio, at this hyperlink: 
Chankillo Rivals Stonehenge 


f a Mi alii AMS D ey à agg T pe te MAL sa ! gt: 
tR r MPPE T Ņ P } į b aie a 
7 AO Oe ie Pe ee Se f Lap 1p ar i Pram 


ALN 
apy E ARTO ti 
ez fi ae a le ee pe a. 
New Research on the Mississippian Civilization Visit Cahokiamounds.or 


Original article by Jayur Mehta, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Florida State University 
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Recent archaeological research on the wage 4 oon pat A 
emergence of the Mississippian civilization E REIS ; 
posits that it was a combination of local styles 
and ideas mixed with the enormous influence 
of the capital of the Mississippian world, 
Cahokia. The diaspora of Cahokian people 
over time brought with it ceramics of their 
region, and their religious ideology based 

on the ordering of the cosmos. 

Early on, around 1050 CE, they traveled 
north to present day Wisconsin spurring the 
creation of Cahokia style platform mounds 
at the sites of Trempeleau and Aztalan, 
as well as site layout and pottery. Archaeology students excavate Cahokian and 


At the Carson site, downriver from Cahokia, Mississippian sites to learn more about the culture 
Cahokian migrants built long, rectangular and they left behind. Courtesy of Jayur Mehta, CC BY-ND. 


semi-subterrenean houses that looked like home. Cahokian emissaries carried distinctive tools, 
like the Burlington chert drill, far to the south, for making their tri-lobed projectile points. 

Long-nosed god maskettes made of copper are found at 20 or so sites across the Southeast 
and Midwest, all of which have a Cahokian presence. These masks may have been part of a hero 
narrative that was also depicted in rock art and narrated by Siouxan speaking groups whose traditional 
lands encompassed much of the Upper Midwest. 

Farther north, Cahokians created other new, hybridized styles 
with local populations. 

At the Halliday site, in southern Illinois, 30 kilometers southeast 
of Cahokia; excavations have found nonlocal pottery types from Indiana 
and northern Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas, alongside pottery 
typical of Cahokia. People at Halliday were also eating slightly different 
foods than at other nearby sites, suggesting they maintained culinary 
traditions of their remote homelands. 

Upland villages adopted a Cahokian building method that placed 
a prefabricated wall directly into a trench, but maintained their own 
building styles as well. 

Cahokian and Mississippian culture are not one monolithic entity 
with just one perspective, but instead, a multitude of voices that together 


Typical Cahokian projectiles signified something greater. 
excavated at the Mill Cove . bt : 
Complex in Florida. Courtesy The Conversation has the original rticle posted here: 


of Keith Ashley, CC BY-ND. Cahokia Culture Spreads 
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Upcoming Zoom Events for October 
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October 1, 7 PM ET • 6 PM CT October 5, 6:45 PM ET 

Pre-Columbian Society of Washington D.C. Zoom Smithsonian Seminar 
“Early Formal Ceremonial Complexes “Lost Civilizations: The Aztecs” 

and Olmec-Maya Interaction” with Frances F. Berdan 


with Takeshi Inomata 
Click on this hyperlink to register for the event: 
Ceremonial Complexes with Takeshi Inomata 


The origins of Maya civilization and its relationship 


Click on this hyperlink to register for the event: 
Lost Civilizations The Aztecs 


October 5, 6:00 PM MT 


with Olmec civilization have long been debated. Archaeology Southwest Zoom 
Takeshi Inomata is a professor at the School of “Ancestral Pueblo Turkey Penning 
Anthropology, University of Arizona. He has been in Perspective” with Cyler Conrad 
examining social changes in the Maya area. He Ticket cad oligikeon ties link 
has directed archaeological projects at Aguateca ee ee ee > Ype 
and Ceibal, Guatemala, and has recently started 1e reS eine GYEN , 
new investigations in Tabasco, Mexico. Ancestral Pueblo Turkey Penning 
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Looking Towards the Future: Our November Aztlander Zoom 


Hohokam and Mimbres Rock Art and Ideology 
with Allen Dart, Executive Director of the Old Pueblo Archaeology Center 


Tuesday, November 16 * 7 PM CST ° 8 PM EST hitos://usO2web.zoom.us//85908866154 
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Some Hohokam anthropomorphic Hohokam and Mimbres areas of cultural 


A Mimbres anthropomorphic 
petroglyphs. Photo by Tom Herrick. influence. Illustration by Allen Dart. 


petroglyph. Photo by Allen Dart. 
Comparison of 1000-1130 CE Mimbres-culture petroglyphs in New Mexico and contemporaneous 
glyphs of the Hohokam culture of southern Arizona helps define the limits of these two ancient 

southwestern cultures. Aspects of their rock art and other material culture also provide clues to their 

different ideologies. Certain icons are common to both Mimbres and Hohokam rock art, whereas each 
culture also exhibits repeated motifs that apparently were not produced by the other. Comparing and 
contrasting the shared and unshared rock art images, and other aspects of Mimbres and Hohokam 
cultures, suggests similarities as well as differences in their respective religious practices and beliefs. 

Registered Professional Archaeologist Allen Dart has worked in Arizona and New Mexico since 1975 

or federal and state governments, private companies, and nonprofit organizations. He is the executive 
director of Tucson’s nonprofit Old Pueblo Archaeology Center, which he founded in 1993 to provide 

educational and scientific programs in archaeology, history, and cultures. 


Check out the OPAC website at this hyperlink: www.o/dpueblo.org 


Old Pueblo Archaeology Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is to educate children and adults 
to understand and appreciate archaeology and other cultures, to foster the preservation of archaeological and historical sites, 
and to develop a lifelong concern for the importance of nonrenewable resources and traditional cultures. 
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Cuicuilco — The Mesoamerican City Destroyed By a Volcano 


Cuicuilco is a Mesoamerican city that was located on 
the southern shores of Lake Texcoco, in what is now — 
the present-day borough of Tlalpan in Mexico City. 

The city emerged during a period when 
Mesoamerican villages from the mid-Preclassic 
(800 BC) were merging into the large population 
centres of the late Preclassic (AD 100). 

The city became an important regional urban 
and ceremonial centre comparable with Teotihuacan, “ae 
inhabited by an estimated population of around im tt ett Ht 
20,000 people that had an agricultural economy iit Ma ; PN 
based on farming the fertile land in the surrounding ae 
lagoon basin of the Mexico Valley. 

The people practiced cranial deformation 
using circular wraps with rigid compression devices, 
resulting in rounded heads or oblique tubular 
features that show similar characteristics of 
Olmecoid head portraiture, suggesting the 
possible interacting with the Olmec of the 
Gulf Coast of lowland Veracruz and Tabasco 
(also known as the Olmec heartland). 

Excavations at Cuicuilco have revealed 
several small platform structures, houses, and 
plazas which are estimated to have covered 
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An artist’s interpretation of Cuicuilco during 
the time of the (third!) everuption at the site, 
at: Ancient Cuicuilco 


The front side of Cuicuilco’s main structure. Courtesy 
of Felipe Hierta Hdez. View a 4:38 minute video 
a e Ea o arge (in English) titled: Ancient Lava Proves Cuicuilco’s 
The pyramid is an early form of Real Age? at: Cuicuilco may be older than you think 
the large temple pyramids that would dominate Mesoamerican sites, the great Maya cities, and the 
Aztec capital Tenochtitlan. It was constructed during the 5th century BCE, and was built with a stone 
core, covered with sun-dried brick and a volcanic stone facing. On the pyramid’s summit was a stone 
r altar that shows traces of a red pigment 
(cinnarbar), suggesting that the people of 
Cuicuilco practiced ritual sacrifice during 
religious ceremonies. 

A series of eruptions at the Xitle volcano 
during the end of the pre-Classic period 
released basaltic lava flows that engulfed 
much of the city in volcanic rock, leading 
to the dispersion of Cuicuilca’s people 
towards Toluca and Teotihuacan. 

Teotihuacan hosted a large part of the 


Cuicuilco as seen from above. Excavations at Cuicuilcas and incorporated many features 
Cuicuilco have revealed several small platform of their culture, giving rise to Teotihuacan 
structures, houses, and plazas which are estimated  @S the center of the Basin of Mexico for 

to have covered an area of 1,000 acres, centered the next 500 years. 

on a large truncated cone pyramidal structure. Heritage Daily has the full story here: 


Courtesy of Alehandro Medina. A Volcano Destrys Cuicuilco 
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The phenomenal archaeological site of 
Serpent Mound in Ohio has been the subject 


Sanny, 
Say 
Snr) 


of a growing recent controversy among Midwest 


archaeologists as to who built Serpent Mound 
and when. 

There are two important cultures in 
ancient times in the area, the Adena culture 
and the Fort Ancient culture. The Adena culture 
spanned 1000 BCE-100 CE and lived in the 
area of the site then, while the Fort Ancient 
culture lived there from 1000-1650 CE, 

a thousand years later. 

The Adena lived in what is now Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Indiana, Kentucky, and 
surrounding areas. They created elaborate 
earthworks, including sacred circles, as well as 
mounds. So they were capable of constructing 
this huge effigy. The Fort Ancient people were 
a farming culture, and many believe they 
introduced maize farming to the area. They 
were also mound builders. They constructed 
low, plateau-like mounds used to defend their 
villages or as ceremonial places. Some are 
thought to have been used to record solstices 
and other important astronomical events. 

So some of the signatures of the effigy 
match Fort Ancient iconography and build. 

Serpent Mound is the largest effigy 
mound in the world, stretching 1,348 feet, 
built from thick layers of ash and clay anchored 
by rocks over the top, and then a thick layer 
of soil over the stones so that grass and 
vegetation could cover it. It was built in 


*Michael Ruggeri is Professor Emeritus from the City Colleges of Chicago. He is the 
moderator of the largest and oldest Ancient Americas listserv on the world wide web: & 
Aztlan. He also moderates an Andean list and a Mound Builders list. Mike serves 
on the Board of the Illinois Association for the Advancement of Archaeology and 
the Board of the Chicago Archaeological Society. He has taught courses on 
Mesoamerica, Mexican History, and Latin American History among other courses 
in his 33-year teaching career. He maintains over 50 different web pages on all 


Aztlander Scholarly Focus: Michael Ruggeri =» 
Who Built Serpent Mound? 3 


Serpent Mound is an internationally known National 
Historic Landmark built by the Ancient American 
cultures of Ohio. It is an effigy mound representing 
a snake with a curled tail. Nearby are three burial 
mounds — two created by the Adena culture, and 
one by the Fort Ancient culture. 


the shape of a serpent with its head directly 
aligned with the setting sun on the summer 
solstice. It is built at the edge of a four-mile- 
wide meteor crater. 

The controversy centers on the construction 
dates for the effigy mound. Those believing it was 
constructed by the Fort Ancient culture believe 
it was built at 1070 CE. The other group of 
archaeologists believe it was constructed by the 
Adena culture at 320 BCE. There are three burial 
mounds adjoining the serpent, one Adena and two 
Fort Ancient and a Fort Ancient village. The largest 
group have a large number of radio-carbon dates 

continued on next page 


aspects of the Ancient Americas. For the Chicago Archaeological Society, he contributes a regular 
column to their newsletter, the CODEX, and has given many lectures to the Society on various 
Ancient Americas topics. Mike tells us he maintains the largest presence on the world wide web 
in the area of the Ancient Americas. 

Explore Mike Ruggeri’s Ancient Americas Web Pages at this hyperlink: Mikes_AA_pages 


Who Built Serpent Mound? by Michael Ruggeri continued 


from the mound and surrounding areas indicating that 
the Fort Ancient culture built the effigy mound. They 
also have Mississippian related dates and iconography 
contemporaneous with the Fort Ancient culture showing 
similarities in the serpent style. 

The team believing the much earlier Adena 
culture built Serpent Mound have recent radio-carbon 
dates in the mound itself dated to the Adena culture, 
but these findings are questioned. 

The head of the giant serpent is constructed in a 
U-shape looking like it is ingesting an egg. The serpent 
has seven coils which may align with the phases of 
the moon. Since the head aligns with the sun on the 
summer solstice and the body could represent phases 
of the moon, this structure combines both solar and 
lunar alignments. 

The Fort Ancient adherents base part of their 
proof on the art and iconography of the Mississippian 
Civilization to the east. They look to Picture Cave 
in Missouri for the Fort Ancient design styles of the 
serpent. Radio-carbon dates from Picture Cave match 
radio-carbon dates taken at Serpent Mound. Immigrants 
from the Mississippian Civilization were making their 
way into Ohio to escape severe droughts at that time. 
They would have brought with them Mississippian 
religious ideas. One of the main ideas would have been 
the idea of a great serpent, Lord of the Beneath World, 
who would help in productive harvests. 

The intertwining of the Great Earth Goddess 
with the serpent in the PA world is a constant 

res , theme. And there 
y is a cave painting 
AN at Picture Cave 
4 (which | was able 
-4| find after a lot of 
research) showing 
a serpent figure 
with the head 
shaped ina 
U-shape just like 
the head of the 
serpent at Serpent 
Mound. There 
is also the 
Mississippian 
chunky ball game 
where the round 
chunky stone is 
associated with 


Creal Serpent Mound peee near 
Locust Grove, Ohio. Line engraving by 
an unnamed 19th-century German artist. 


As the Sun moves over the Mound, rising 
from east and setting in the west, it also drifts 
north and south according to the seasons. 
Image and other info at this hyperlink: 

Solar Alignments at the Serpent Mound 


the sun, which may have something to do 
with the head of the serpent swallowing 
a round object representing the sun. 

Both cultures would have seen 
eclipses of the sun, so the head of the 
serpent swallowing a round object may 
be a religious depiction of those events 
in the iconography of the serpent 
swallowing the sun. 

After having done extensive 
research for this article, | strongly 
believe Serpent Mound was built by the 
Fort Ancient culture. Finding the Picture 
Cave, Missouri coiled serpent cave 
painting with the U-shaped mouth which 
was contemporaneous with the Serpent 
Mound construction, and with Mississippians 
entering that area at the same time, it is 
pretty certain the builders are Fort Ancient 
— despite the serpent burials and an 
Adena artifact you can view in the 
slide show | created for this article: 


Serpent Burials and Adena Artifact m 


Aztlander program note: Brad Lepper will present about this Serpent Mound on December 14th! 
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October 6, 7 PM PT 
Oregon Archaeological Society YouTube 
“Ancient America: Time Trek” 


OAS events are placed on YouTube one day 
after the live event: 


Ancient America Time Trek 


October 7, 4 PM MT 
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center Zoom 


“The Wallace Great House Assemblage: 
An Update from the Lakeview Community 
Archaeological Project” with Dr. Michelle Turner 


Click on this hyperlink to register for the event: 
The Wallace Great House 


The Wallace Great House is one of four great 
houses in the Lakeview community, along 
with the Haynie site where Crow Canyon 

is conducting research. 
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V. Garth Norman has researched as an Archaeologist, 
Epigrapher, and Archaeo-astronomer in Mesoamerica, and 
North and South America for 60 years. He is Director of 
Archaeological Research Consultants (ARCON 1982-2021). 
Norman’s pioneering study of Izapa, Mexico’s sculpture 
for NWAF (1962-1980) resulted in 3 publications: Izapa 
Sculpture Album (1973), Izapa Sculpture Text (1976) and 
Astronomical Orientations of Izapa Sculptures (1980). In his 
recent Izapa Sacred Space: Sculpture Calendar Codex (2015), he 
decodes Izapa’s original Maya sacred 260-Day Calendar based 
on Izapa’s location at 14.8° north latitude. Migrants took this 
Calendar to South and North America (see Parowan Gap, 
Nature’s Perfect Observatory — Norman 2007). In his Cubit 
Connection in Ancient World Migrations (2018) book, Norman 
an 5 decodes Middle Eastern 
standard measurements and 
geometry that were used to 
build antiquities in Mesoamerica 
| andin North and South 
| America. Norman holds 
“, Graduate Degrees in Ancient 
Studies and Archaeology- 
== | Anthropology from BYU. He 
Garth measures a T-shaped has participated internationally 
“Ik” window at the Governor's in SAA symposiums, and 
Palace in Palenque. lectured worldwide. 


See Garth’s “Izapa: Sacred Ceremonies - 


(2. Aztlander Scholarly Focus: 


(2) Upcoming Zoom Events for ctObEF conan 


October 7, 6:00 PM ET 
AIA Richmond Zoom 


“Taking the High Ground: Lowland Maya 
Settlement Patterns as Seen Through LiDAR” 


with Dr. Marcello Canuto of Tulane University 


A link to view the lecture will be available 
approximately one week before the event: 


Lowland Maya Settlement Patterns 


October 7, 4:00 PM CT 
Washington University, St. Louis Zoom 


“Amazonian Dark Earths, Polyculture 
Agroforestry Systems, and their 
Modern Legacy” 


with José Iriarte, University of Exeter 
Anthropology Colloquium Series 


Click on this hyperlink to register for the event: 
Amazonian Dark Earths 


Izapa Sacred Space: 
Sculpture Calendar Codex 
Izapa Temple Center, 
in Southern Mexico near 
the Pacific Coast, is the 
birthplace of the Maya 
260-Day Sacred Calendar. 
Ancient astronomers, 
mathmeticians, and builders 
created this unique site. 
Popol Vuh correlations 
exist with monuments 
there including Stela 25 and Stela 5, Izapa’s Tree of Life. 
Izapa is located at 14.8° North Latitude where the 
Sun Zenith Passage occurs on August 13 and April 30 
marking 260 days (9-month human gestation cycle). 
Izapa is related to Nazca, Peru, located at 14.8° South 
Latitude. Ancient Pacific trading vessels transported 
Izapa’s astronomy, calendar, standard measure, and 
cosmology to Nazca. The 260-Day Calendar markings 
can be found in numerous Central, North, and South 
American sites — all which date to after Izapa’s time — 
suggesting that Izapa was indeed the origin of 
the 260-day Calendar. Order the book on Amazon. 


Sacred Sculpture” on the next page 


Izapa Sacred Space: 
Sculpture Calendar Codex 


Revised Edition 


V. Garth Norman 


Birthplace of the Maya Calendar 
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Aztlander Scholarly Focus; Vi. Garth Norman 


Izapa: Sacred Ceremonies —- Sacred Sculpture 


The Izapa Temple Center is a Mesoamerican EEE E Š 
Formative period site (1500 BCE — 400 CE) Rte ae ae i 
that scholars agree was the birthplace of the z ; 
Sacred 260-day Tzolk'in calendar. | have 
worked at the site of Izapa for 45+ years and 
in recent years, together with my wife Cheryl, 
have been deeply involved with ceremonies 
performed by K'iche' Maya spiritual elders 

at Izapa. | have written many books and 
published many papers on the numerous 
stelae at the site and here offer photos that 
correspond and relate to images carved 

on the stelae. See a video and more on 

my website at: garthnorman.com 
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Twelve Maya Elders plus their leader, Tat Rigoberto itzep 
Chanchavac, kneel to give thanks for Mother Earth first 
kneeling East, then North, then South, then West. 
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Seis 5 Tree of Life / World Tree (Izapa pate fits í el p i Bort Aw 
aza A — North side) positioned on creation-of the earth 

August 13 — the 1st day of the Sacred i l ZA 
260-day count. A Fire Ceremony is at bottom left with two men facin ae 
the A fire, plus two men u the far right following the ritual and i Stela 12 (Izapa Plaza B — West side) 
EEA recording the ritual. The God Quetzalcoatl = New Fire Commemoration to begin 

S4 482~ stands in the air on the right side of the Tree. the September 21 Maya New Year. 


Stela 10 (Izapa Plaza RR 
B) = Childbirth at the 
end of the Sacred 
Maya 260-day count. 
iid The Spirit child 
descends from the 

\ clouds through the 
x°) Tree of Life to its 

~| Æ ÆQ)\ mother who will give 
JEY QXI] birth under the tree. , 


SSS) Twelve Maya Elders aa 


2 e (3 on 4 sides of the circle =12) count to 260 for the 260-day gestation period 
pv before the birth of a human being — the Summum Bonum of all creation! m 
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Noteworthy Posts inthe News: South America 
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Fascinating Gold and Emerald Find in Columbia 


By Owen Jarus 
Archaeologists in 5 4 | l 
Colombia have found 

eight ceramic jars, 


with metallic figurines ià % B \ \ $ 
and emeralds inside g $ 
a temple and its 
adjacent graves. Emerals were found inside the ofrendatarios. Photo 
The Muisca courtesy of Fancisco Correa. 
(also called the Chibcha) crafted the jars called A 3D scan of one of the 
“ofrendatarios” 600 years ago. The Muisca, a metallic figurines found in- 
people whose civilization flourished in the region side an ofrendatario. It has 
at the time, were famous for their metal-crafting a human-like appearance. 
skills, and their work may have inspired the Photo courtesy of Fancisco 
legend of El Dorado — a legendary city made of gold. Correa. 
Between 1537 and 1540, the Spanish conquered the region, 
and many of the Muisca were killed during fighting or due to disease. 
Despite the destruction, the Muisca persevered and thousands of 
heir descendants live on today. 
Archaeologists uncovered the temple and graves in the remains of 
an ancient Muisca town located near Bogota. A team led by archaeologist Francisco Correa, an 
archaeologist who conducts excavations prior to construction work, found the ofrendatarios prior 
to road construction in the area. 


Some of the figurines look like snakes and other animals, while 
others look more like people with headdresses, staffs and weapons. 
The temple where the ofrendatarios were found may be related to 
ancestor worship. 

“It’s very difficult to establish, | think there was some type of cult 
of the ancestors,” Correa noted. Ofrendatarios like these have been 
found at other ancient Muisca sites and may have been offerings of 
sorts. They have artifacts inside that often include metallic figurines and 
emeralds. The temple and ofrendatarios may also be related to deities 
worshipped by the Muisca, said Correa, noting that they worshiped 
a variety of gods, including those associated with the moon and sun. 

The Muisca were regarded as experts in metal crafting. When 
the Spanish encountered the Muisca, they were particularly amazed 
the Muisca traded for the metal with other groups. 

As for whether the Muisca metalwork — especially their goldwork — 
inspired the legend of El Dorado, Correa said the group did have a 
tradition in which during certain ceremonies a chief would appear 
covered in an ointment that included gold particles. This ceremony 

“was one of the motivations of this myth,” said Correa. The ceremony 
A 3D scan of another of was witnessed by Spaniards and recorded in Spanish chronicles; 


the metallic figurines found the story along with the Muisca’s goldwork helped inspire the legend. 
inside an ofrendatario. Photo : i 
courtesy of Fancisco Correa. Live Science has the report here: Gold and Emeralds 
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October 7-9 at Michigan State University 
Mid-West Archaeological Conference 


Registration payment and details here 


The 2021 MAC Annual Meeting will be held 
jointly with the Midwest Historical Archaeology 
Conference (MHAC) October 7-9th at the 
Kellogg Center on the campus of Michigan State 
University in East Lansing, Michigan. 


October 11-12 


21st Biennial Jornada Mogollon 
Archaeology Conference 


Call to register: Jeff Romney, Director, 
El Paso Museum of Archaeology 
(915) 212-0421 
October 12, 6 PM ET 
Pre-Columbian Society of NY Zoom 


“Gobernantes de piedra: A Reinterpretation 
of Postclassic Huastec Sculptures” 
with Kim Richter 
This link should be live in time for the event: 


Gobernantes de piedra 
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Gs Upcoming Zoom Events for OCtODeF contiuec 


October 9, 5:30 PM MT 
American Rock Art Research Association Zoom 
“Thinking about rock art — How our brains can 


get in the way of what we see. Examples from 
great rock art in Utah” with Troy Scotter 


Register for the ARARA zoom at this hyperlink: 


Thinking about rock art 


Troy would be thrown out of any reputable 
archeology or anthropology program and refuses 
to spell “archeology” with an “a” in the middle of 
the word because it just looks too stuffy. But he 
has spent thirty years wandering around Utah 
being fascinated by the great rock art that he finds. 


October 12, 7 PM ET 
AlAAkron Zoom 
“Hopewellians In A Non-Hopewellian World: 

The Rise Of Elaborate Ceremonialism And Long 
Range Interaction In Precontact Northern Ohio” 

All attendees must RSVP for the meeting 

to reserve a seat and/or receive the Zoom 

invitation. Please email your RSVP 
Dr. Elisha Dumser, edumser@Quakron.edu 
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Michael Riggeri invites you all to join the listserv “Aztlan” as it transports itself to its 
new host at aztlan@simplelists.com 


Aztlan has been around for well over two decades, and has recently been moved to 
a new server at aztlan@simplelists.com. Aztlan is one of the oldest and most respected 
listservs for the world of the Ancient Americas. 


Recent conversations on Aztlan cover such topics as: The Maya collapse; breaking news 
reports on Ancient Americas archaeology; the origins of Maya writing (discussing the new 
discovery of murals at the site of San Bartolo); the uses of yokes and other ballcourt artifacts 
in the Gulf Coast ball games; wheels in Mesoamerica; Pre-Clovis Sites; Caral; announcements 
of Ancient America lectures, conferences and exhibits, and discussions on all topics 
of the Ancient Americas from the Arctic to Tierra del Fuego. 


The moderators filter out ad hominems and science fiction archaeology. 


If you would like to subscribe, copy and paste Mike’s email address into the “To” line 
of an email message: michaelruggeri@mac.com 


The listserv has members from the professional archaeological community, enthusiasts, 
students, and folks who have an interest in the Ancient Americas. 
All can participate in posting, and the listserv is free to all. Join today! 


October 13, 7:00 PM EST 


Get to know the: Cleveland Archaeological Society 


& 
Cleveland Archaeological Society Upcoming Zoom 
“Maize, Mounds, and Migration: Village Origins in the Middle Ohio Valley, AD 1000-1300” 


with Anthropologist Dr. Rob Cook of The Ohio State University at Newark 
Register at this hyperlink: Click here to Register 


The spread of maize agriculture and a village way of life from its Mesoamerican homeland 
throughout much of the Americas has long been of interest to archaeologists. New evidence 

suggests that the Midwest U.S. rapidly experienced this shift around 900 AD, transforming many 
in the region into Mississippian cultures. This presentation focuses on results of a long-term 


investigation of the Middle Ohio Valley that has documented the movement of Mississippians 


into the region, where they formed a novel variation of Mississippian culture in an area that had 
long been the home to the creators of the world-renowned Woodland earthworks. 


The Cleveland Archaeological Society 


The mission of the Cleveland Archaeological Society is to promote the understanding and 
appreciation of archaeology, to facilitate the expansion of community involvement in archaeology, 


to foster the development and education of future archaeologists, to enhance awareness and 
respect of the past, and to advocate protection of our archaeological heritage. 
We are a society of the Archaeological Institute of America (AIA) and have an annual series 


of seven speakers, all of whom are currently engaged in research and/or excavations. Normally, 
all lectures are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 PM CT, in the Murch Auditorium of the Cleveland 


Museum of Natural History. However, because of health restrictions related to the Covid pandemic, 
our Fall 2021 lectures will be held via Zoom. Please check the lecture series page carefully 


for further information about our Spring 2022 lectures. 


President: Phil Wanyerka; Vice President: Maggie Popkin; Treasurer: Ms. Bonnie Baker 
Assistant Treasurer: David Richardson; Secretary: Mark Hammond 


Become a member of the Cleveland Archaeolgical Society! 
Check out the Cleveland Archaeological Society website here: CAS Website 
Join the Cleveland Archaeological Society Facebook page here: CAS Facebook Page 


Future Zoom presentations: 
November 10, 2021: with Chelsea Freeland (Foreign Affairs Officer, U.S. Department of State) 
“The Role of the U.S. Department of State in Cultural Property Protection” 


February 9, 2022: with Dr. Ann Killebrew (Department of Classics and Ancient Mediterranean 
Studies, Jewish Studies, and Anthropology, Penn State University) 
“The End of the Bronze Age in the Levant (ca. 1200 BCE): The Archaeology of Migration, 


Collapse, and Societal Transformation” 


(55) Uncoming Zoom Events for October connec 


October 14 7:30 PM PT 
Pacific Coast Archaeology Society 


“Tales from the Guadalasca: 3,000 Years 
of History at CSU Channel Islands” 
Email a registration request to: 
membership@pcas.org 
by noon on the day of the meeting. 


October 16 1:00 PM CT 
AIA St.Louis Zoom 
“Archaeology of Southeast Missouri” 
with Dr. James E. Price 


Go to this hyperlink a few days before the 
event and the link should be there: 


Southeast Missouri Archaeology 


October 18 7:00 PM MT 


Arizona Historical and Archaeological 
Society Zoom 


“Eastern Pueblo Immigrants 
on the Middle Gila River” 
Click on this hyperlink to register for the event: 
Eastern Pueblo Immigrants 
Recent data recovery investigations 
undertaken at GR-1425 in the Blackwater 
area of the Gila River Indian Community found 
evidence that immigrants from the Eastern 
Pueblo region of the Southwest temporarily 
stayed at the site. These data include artifacts 
that have not previously been identified 
in the region, including Jemez obsidian and 
Rio Grande glaze wares. Extensive evidence 
for weapon manufacturing also suggests that 
the temporary relocation occurred during 
a time of conflict, and the immigrants appear 
to have moved elsewhere after a relatively 
short stay along the middle Gila. 


October 19 6:00 PM ET 
Penn Museum CultureFest Zoom 
“Blood and Chocolate: Cacao and Human 
Sacrifice in Pacific Guatemala” 
Click on this hyperlink to register for the event: 
Blood and Chocolate 


Sponsored by the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology 


October 15, 7 PM CT 
Maya Society of Minnesota Zoom 


“The Lithics of Salina de los Nueve Cerros: 
Flint and Obsidian” 
with Dr. Edgar Carpio Rezzio 


Launch this zoom at this hyperlink: 
Lithics Flint and Obsidian 


Residents of Salinas de los Nueve Cerros, 
a large riverine city in the southern Maya lowlands, 
imported and used a surprising quantity of 
obsidian to create specialized tools that reflect the 
unique local industries found there. As has been 
discussed in other Maya Society of Minnesota 
talks, Nueve Cerros was the only non-coastal salt 
source in the Maya lowlands, with a likely annual 
output of well over 10,000 tons a year throughout 
the Classic period (250-900 CE). The obsidian 
and, to a lesser extent, chert tools indicate that the 
city excelled at many additional related industries. 
Special scrapers would have been used to descale 
fish before salting and preserving them, and 
other scrapers could have been involved in the 
production of leather and other goods. In this 
presentation, Edgar Carpio will examine the 
economic life of the ancient residents of this 
important city over its 2,000 year history, 
providing insights into how the city adapted 
to changing markets and trends. 


October 16, 9 AM CT 
Maya Society of Minnesota Workshop 


“Obsidian as a Highly Valued Resource 
in the Maya Area” with Edgar Carpio 


Use the same link as above for this workshop! 


Obsidian — naturally-occurring volcanic glass — 
is found in multiple pockets of the Guatemalan 
and Mexican highlands. As the majority of the 
history of Maya civilization occurred before the 
introduction of metallurgical techniques that 
allowed for the creation of metal blades, 
obsidian blades were the cutting tool par 
excellence until well after the Classic collapse 
that occurred in the eighth through tenth 
centuries. In this workshop, Edgar Carpio will 
examine the importance of obsidian for both the 
ancient Maya and contemporary archaeologists, 
explaining the ways this material was used as 
an essential part of both of their toolkits. 


le 


S&S 
KT 


October 20,8 PM ET * 7 PM CT 


Institute of Maya Studies Zoom 


“The Cultivated Landscape of the Maya Forest: 
Exploring Solutions Past” 


with Dr. Anabel Ford 
Click on this active hyperlink to access the event: 


Archaeology Under the Canopy 


The cultivable landscape of the ancient Maya flourished in 
the shallow friable soils of the limestone uplands, avoiding 
soils that the conventional Western agricultural systems deem 
arable not recognizing the cultivable lands that do not use 
plows. Maya development depended on hand cultivation, 
using labor, knowledge, and skill to increase the productive 
yields. It was not more fields, but more skill and labor 
in fields that produced greater yields. 


For the civilization to thrive, the Maya cultivated their 
landscape not only for crops, but for all the necessities 
of daily life, including materials for construction and utensils, 
fibers and spices, resources for food production, and habitat 
for hunted animals. The Maya cultivated nature embedding 
it in the cultural landscape as a cycle of varied forest habitats 
and productive fields that sustained everyday life. 
This tradition was unfamiliar to the Western eye 
and was literally overlooked. 


This presentation will show the links of contemporary Master 
Maya forest gardeners to the ancient Maya settlement 
patterns and promoted a new way of seeing ancient 
monuments under the canopy. 
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Michael Ruggeri continues to 
amaze me! Where does he get 
all the energy to keep innovating, 
to keep communicating? 

Get links to the latest 
issue of The Aztlander, get 
notices of future Aztlander 
zoom presentations and zoom 
recordings, now on your 
mobile device, anywhere, 
anytime! Like us, Follow us, 
share with your friends! 


Aztlander Facebook page kóme 


Magazine 


Aztlander 


Reviews Videos Photos 


o vA Upcoming Zoom Events for October continued 


Archaeology Under the Canopy. Plaza 
Jobo, EIl Pilar Archaeological Reserve 
for Maya Flora and Fauna. El Pilar 
straddles the Belize-Guatemala border. 


Anabel Ford, a Maya archaeologist, decoded 


the ancient Maya landscape by combining 
archaeological survey with traditional 
knowledge. Admiring the local knowledge 
of the Maya forest, when she encountered 
El Pilar, a major Maya city linking Belize 
and Guatemala, she envisioned a place of 
monument discovery in the context of the 
traditional knowledge of the people living in 
the region today. She recognized the Maya 
forest garden as a relic of traditional land 
use; accounting for ancient Maya settlement 
patterns. She brings her extensive field 
experience and broad inquisitive mind 
to demystify the Maya. 


The Aztlander now has its own FaceBook page! 
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o Noteworthy Posts inthe News: Maya 


The Evolution of Maya Rulership 


Dartmouth researchers studied the Maya site of 
Yaxuna and E-groups in the Maya lowlands that 
are astronomically aligned with equinoxes and 
solstices. 

Maya rulers worried the past world would 
interfere with their authority, so they tried to erase 
the past. The rulers saw themselves as the 
embodiment of the Sun God and needed to put 
their persona over their cities. E-group sites were 
built on an east-west axis with a pyramid at the west 
and a long-raised platform at the east. At 400 BCE, E-group complexes were built on existing 
temples, or on top of them. Sometimes, there were 5 or 6 pyramids built over the top of preceding 
ones. At Yaxuna, precious items like polished magnetite or a ceramic vessel with greenware beads 
were placed in some of the levels to emphasize continuity. 

Other E-group structures were ritually destroyed and burned to destroy the energy or soul 
of a building, and the ashes spread over an area for new uses. Rulers introduced new architecture 
or massive civic architecture like massive roadways to new districts, creating a more hierarchical 
politics. The research is published in the Journal Ancient Mesoamerica 


Heritage Daily has the report here: Evolution of Maya Rulership 


Dartmouth College has an article by Amy Olsen about the original author Ryan Collins 
and his paper posted here: Maya Rulers Put Personal Stamp on Monumental Complexes 


A reconstructed structure at Yaxuná. Credit Dennis Jarvis 
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< > Noteworthy Posts inthe News: Mesoamerica 


in 
New LiDAR Discoveries at Teotihuacan 


Nawa Sugiyama, from the University of California, 
Riverside, has found hidden traces of the early phases 
of Teotihuacan going back to its earliest phases of 
construction at 1,500 years ago. The researchers 
found some spectacular engineering work was done 
by ancient societies, such as rerouting rivers to 
match points of astronomical significance, as well 
as transporting vast amounts of soil and bedrock 
to shape and structure their city. : f i 
298 features and 5,795 human-made terraces eee E ao 
were unearthed by LIDAR and more than 200 l l 
features that once existed have since been destroyed by mining activities. But LIDAR has uncovered 
these features. “We don't live in the past, but we live with the legacies of past actions. At Teo, the 
consequences of those actions are still fresh on the landscape,” Sugiyama said. The research has 
been published in PLOS One. Express.UK has the report here: LIDAR over Teotihuacan 


You may also donate to or have your “ad” or promo in The Aztlander. 


Ask Jim Reed “how” by using the hyperlink on the intro page or copying and pasting his email address 
into the “To:” line of an email: Jim Reed: mayaman@bellsouth.net 
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Book Release Notice hy Stephan Merk WNvieyavewa 


C10, 
AMOR MAYA: Ancient Maya Erotica, 


by Karl Herbert Mayer, Mexicon Austrian Bureau 


Everybody is doing it but nobody talks about it. This moralizing attitude 
concerning sexuality is known from numerous ancient and recent 
cultures in all parts of the world. Many scholars thought that also 
applied to Pre-Columbian Maya civilization. Until now, the prevailing 
idea in the fields of art history and archaeology to this matter is that the 
ancient Maya did not explicitly depict images related to eroticism and 
sexuality. However, the highly respected Mayanist Karl Herbert Mayer 


ARAN, 
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debunks this myth. His book entitled Amor Maya: Ancient Maya Erotica Karl Herbert Mayer 

demonstrates the opposite, documenting that “the notion that the 

Pre-Colonial Maya were modest, chaste, bashful, and prudish in ISBN 978-3-901510-547 
their behavior is not a preconception but a prevalent and stubborn Academic Publishers, Graz, 
assumption”. This will explain why only a few papers deal with Maya Austria,161 pages, including 
erotic art. With the present monograph Mayer closes this gap. 119 illustrations, on 47 plates, 


The eminent scholar lan Graham once stated that “for a long time with mostly color photographs. 
Maya art was considered to be completely free of explicit sexual representations”. 
Exceptions were only seldom mentioned in literature or shown in exhibitions, like 
the scene of the clear sexual coupling between the moon goddess and the rain 
god illustrated on one of the pages of the Dresden Codex (at right). A turning 
point was the discovery of the drawings in the Naj Tunich cave system in 
Northern Guatemala in 1979 with their open depictions of sexual acts: an 
important aspect of the private life of the ancient Maya became visible. 

What we perceive as erotic is highly private. Because of that, we have 
no clue of what a single ancient Maya female or male meant by eroticism. 
Neither can we compare them to the contemporary Maya people, given the 
absence of studies about their sexual behavior. We depend then, on our 
subjective interpretation on what was left behind by this high culture: art, 
architecture, iconography and glyphic inscriptions. 

Karl Herbert Mayer’s contribution to the subject of Maya erotic art is , 
"IA the result of years of study. The author collected A timeless embrace 
PT te Agee and assembled all available information over along featured at the top of page 
a period of time, undertook field surveys, visited 38 of the Dresden Codex. 
institutions and museum, and consulted a wide array of written sources. 
The findings presented in this book include several distinctive categories, 
among them Late Postclassic codices, graffiti, painted images with sexual 
connotation, Jaina and Jaina-style ceramic figurines portraying female 
nudes and embracing amorous couples, and effigies of all sort of phallic 
expressions. This work presents some images well known in scholarly 
circles, such as the female wearing a translucent robe who is depicted in 
a polychrome mural painting in Calakmul, or waterspouts in the form of a 
phallus incorporated in the roof zones of ancient Maya buildings. It also 
embraces unique and eccentric scenes like the surrealistic scenario of 
a huge mythical mosquito stinging a human female breast, as painted on 
Embracing couple in a Late Classic period plate. This book is the first monograph on this theme. 
Jaina-style; Leiden It is an extensive catalog about what the ancient Maya understood as the 
Museum Volkenkunde depiction of eroticism and sexuality that opens a deeply human chapter in 
collection, Leiden. Maya history. To get the book, email Karl at: karil-herbert.mayer@qmx.at m 


October 21 6:00 PM ET 
AIA Knoxville Zoom 
“Surviving The Maya Collapse At Actuncan, 


(355 Uncoming Zoom Events for October nine 


October 21 4:00 PM MT 
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center Zoom 
“Hopi History at the Homol'ovi 
Settlement Cluster” with Chuck Adams 
Click on this hyperlink to register for the event: Email a registration request to 
Stephen A. Collins-Elliott at: 
sce@utk.edu 
October 22-23 
The Texas Archeological Society’s 


Hopi History 
Annual Meeting 
On Friday night, October 22, at 6:30 pm CT, 


The Homol'ovi Settlement Cluster is 
Professional archeologist Douglas K. Boyd, 


comprised of seven villages arrayed along 
a 20-mile stretch of the Little Colorado River. 
Senior Archeologist with Cox|McLain 


These villages were variously occupied 


between 1260-1400 CE and figure 
Environmental Consultants will be the 


Public Forum Speaker for the 92nd annual 
meeting. His fabulous presentation will 
highlight a recent archeological project in 

downtown Houston entitled Bricks, Botles, 


prominently in Hopi migration stories. Hopi 
and Bones at Frost Town: Historic 


villages today are only 60-miles north. During 
its peak occupation in the late 1300s, the 
Cluster was home to nearly 2,000 people 


and figured prominently in regional trade 
networks focused around farming cotton 
along the river. 
In particular, yellow-firing 
ottery produced at Hopi Mesa villages was 
j a for Homolovi cotton. icine Archeology of a 140-year-old Working-Class 
Houston Neighborhood. 
Our featured speaker on Saturday evening, 
October 23 at 6:30 pm CT, will be Dr. Carolyn 
Boyd, Shumla Endowed Research Professor 
in the Department of Anthropology at Texas 


religion also grew to prominence during this 
period. This talk will describe the 150-year 
history of the Cluster, its role in the history 
State University and founder of a nonprofit 
organization, Shumla Archaeological Research 
and Education Center. Dr. Boyd will be 
presenting preliminary findings generated by 
her latest research project, “Origins and 
Tenacity of Myth in Archaic Period Rock Art 
of the Lower Pecos Canyonlands,” funded by 


of the region, and its continuing 
the National Endowment for the Humanities. 


relationship to the Hopi people. 


October 28 3:30 PM ET 
AIA Rochester Zoom 


“Torches, Fireflies, And Moonlight: The 
Brilliance Of Classic Maya Lightscapes” 
Email a registration request to 
Register online at: 

TAS Annual Meeting 


Leslie DesMarteau at: 
Idesmarteau@hselaw.com 
or call Leslie at: 585-231-1273 
October 31 3:30 PM CT 


Chicago Archaeological Society Zoom 
“Aspects of Indiana University’s Center for Underwater Science Archaeological Projects” 


Access the zoom link here: 
Chicago Archaeological Society Zoom 


You can always get zoom recording announcements here: 


Ancient Americas Lectures on YouTube: 
Mike Ruggeri’s You Tube Ancient Americas Lectures 


Aztlander Zoom on YouTube Aztlander Zoom on YouTube 


“Chocolate Trade Between the Ancient “A Cave For All Seasons: Agricultural 
Southwest and Mesoamerica” and New Year Rituals at Naj Tunich Cave, 


with Aztlander’s own Michael Ruggeri Peten, Guatemala” 
Access the zoom recording at this hyperlink: with Barbara MacLeod 
Chocolate Trade on YouTube Access the zoom recording at this hyperlink: 


ay A Cave For All Seasons 


A ZOOM LECTURE BY MIKE RUGGERI Agricultural and New Year Rituals 
in Naj Tunich Cave, Petén, Guatemala 


Trade between Mesoamerica and the Ancient 
Southwest in macaws, parrot feathers, copper 
bells, turquoise, turkeys, pottery was well known 
to archaeologists for some time. Only recently 
have we become aware of the large chocolate 


trade between Mesoamerica and the Southwest Naj Tunich ‘House of Stone’ in Mopan Maya, 
from the 9th Century on. came to the attention of the archaeology world 
Michael Ruggeri is Professor Emeritus from the City in 1980 via a National Geographic article 
Colleges of Chicago. He is the moderator of the documenting an astonishing corpus of painted 
largest Ancient Americas listserv on the world wide images and dated hieroglyphic texts. This 
web: Aztlan. Mike serves on the Board of the Illinois presentation, followed by a Q&A, examined 
Association for the Advancement of Archaeology these texts and images and considered the 
and the Board of the Chicago Archaeological motives for long-distance pilgrimages to a shrine 
Society. He has taught courses on Mesoamerica, of paramount importance during a century of 
Mexican History, and Latin American History encroaching drought, shifting overland and river 
among other courses in his 33-year teaching career. trade routes, and volatile political alliances. 


SAR School for Advanced Research 
“Chaco: Crafted Space, Remembered Place” 
with Catherine Cameron (U. of Colorado), 
Steve Lekson (U. of Colorado), 

Phillip Tuwaletstiwa (Hopi Tribe), Ruth Van Dyke 
(Binghamton University) 


Access the zoom recording at this hyperlink: 


Chaco Crafted Space Remembered Place 
This special panel presentation explored the 
meaning of space and place in relation to 
Chaco Canyon. (1 hr 15 mins) 


Pueblo Bonito 


(55) Recent Live Streaming Events You May Have Missed 


Insitutute of Maya Studies Zoom Recording 


“Easter Island’s Mighty Ancestors: 
The End of the Land” 
with Georges Fery 


Access the IMS website zoom recording here: 


Explore lectures related to the 
“Recovering Ancient Spiro” Exhibition 
From Spiromounds.com a: Ouachita 

“The Ouachita Connection: 


Novaculite Arrow Points at Spiro” 
with Mary Beth D. Trubitt, PhD 


Easter Island Mighty Ancestors 
ter Island’s 


Arkansas Archaeological Survey 


The Ouachita Connection: 
Novaculite Arrow Points at Spiro 


tanaan OF ARMGANNAS STEN 
ARKANSAS 
ARCHEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY 


Mary Beth discusses the stone resources 
that were present at Spiro. For decades, 
archaeologists have looked at the quantity 
of crafted goods and diversity of materials 
accumulated at Spiro as evidence for 
interactions with distant peoples and 
distant places. Scholars have shifted away 
from a prestige goods model to what is known 
as a sacred economy model. Some objects 
made of shell and copper were not merely 
the indices of elite status, but the embodiment 
of sacred power. 


Mary Beth D. Trubitt, Ph.D. 
Arkansas Archeological Survey 


a 
mtrubit@uark.edu 
Brown Bag Lunch Series 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 
March 18, 2021 


The tragedy of Easter Island is wrapped in 
the “mind-made” faith of another world, with 
dreadful consequences. What happened to 
the people of this sixty-five-square-mile island 
in the middle of a million-square miles in the 
South Pacific, is called by Easter Islanders 
“Te Pito o Te Henua” or “The End of the Land”. 
The silent stone giants are today the only 
witnesses to tragedies found in other cultures 
under similar circumstances. 


Join in the fun of sharing Maya Studies on the IMS Facebook page! 


There’s a lot of friendly sharing going on, on the IMS Facebook page. Access this link and “Follow” us: 
IMS_Facebook_page Join in the fun and share what interests you. i 


| Posted by Janet Miess: Cea e, AHB 

< The great Mayanist Merle by George i Ae 

Greene Robertson is in the Stuart —— 5h) ee 

process of creating a rubbing showing | RSL Bsa | Baw. 

of one of the most impressive the «~~ Sa EO 
stelae in the Maya area, places 
where 
Maya 
hieroglyphs 


Diagram < 


Stela 10 from Ceibal, 
Sayaxche, Peten, Guatemala. 
Dr. Robertson’s work is an 
invaluable contribution to the are 


preservation of Maya culture 
and to further studies of Maya found. ©» 
iconography and epigraphy. Posted 5- 
Merle will be the subject of by ¥ 
the November IMS zoom Elaine 
presentation by Elaine Schele. Schele. 


usually | 


ArchaeoEd Podcast from Ed Barnhart 
“Chaco Canyon” 


Q} Recent Live Streaming Events You May Have Missed ons 


x) 
: Boundary End Archaeology Research Center 
“How Writing Came to Northern Yucatan” 
with Mare Zender Click on this hyperlink to access the Podcast 
Chaco Canyon S2 E1 


Click on this hyperlink to access the recording 


Writing Comes to Northern Yucatan 


came = to 


Ow writin 
Northern pratan 


ER thiropolo; ogy, Tulane Uni 


Chaco Canyon is without doubt the finest 
ancient architecture within the modern United 
In this talk, I trace the evidence for the States. The Ancestral Pueblo built it over a 
derivation of the Late Classic Yukatekan 300 year period between 850-1150 CE, but the 
script from the considerably earlier Ch'olan strange thing is — they barely lived there. Join 
model script of the southern lowlands. Ed as he discusses the “Chaco Phenomenon’. 


$ Live Streaming Events on YouTube Channels 


Each of these names are hyperlinks to access the channels of your choice 
Click on them, and they will open for you in another browser window. 
Arizona State Museum 


‘ender, Associate Prof 


2 


AANA» 
Lars 


& 


Ancient Americas 
Amerind Foundation Mark Van Stone 
ArchaeoEd Podcast Peabody Museum Lectures 
Penn Museum 


Archaeological Conservancy 
Archaeology Cafe School for Advanced Research 
Archaeology Southwest Smithsonian Native American Museum 
ArchaeologyTV Teotihuacan: City of Water, City of Fire 


We hope that you have enjoyed this issue of The Aztlander! 
Feel free to contact us to leave your comments and suggestions for future issues 
The Aztlander is announced to thousands of Ancient Americas enthusiasts. If you would like 
to donate to sponsor an ad for your business or organization, remember we provide hyperlinks 
so folks can immediately access your website for products, services, book sales, etc. 


Contact Jim Reed by using the hyperlink on the intro page or copying and pasting his email address 
into the “To:” line of an email: Jim Reed: mayaman@bellsouth.net 


Contact Michael Ruggeri by using the hyperlink on the intro page or copying and pasting his email address 
into the “To:” line of an email: Mike Ruggeri: michaelruggeri@mac.com 


